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INTRODUCTION

School personnel selecting social studies programs for vse in their
classrooms are faced with a wide array of materials from which to choose.
Each year, publishers add new titles to the already almost-overwhelming
number of social studies materials and resourccs available. Thus, selec-
tion decisions become increasingly complex, and the questions facing
selectors more numerous.

What materials are available? What do they cost? How long does it
take to use them? \or whom are they written? Can my students use
them? What did the authors have in mind when they wrote them? What
is the content? Do I need special training to use them effectively? What
methods should I use in teaching--lecture? discussion? independent study?
guided discovery? problem solving? Are the materials effective? Has
anyone evaluated them to see if students like them and learn when ‘using
them? These are the questions that are answered--to the extent that
reliable information is available--in the Data Book of Social Studies
Materials and Resources.

Our objective is to provide analyses of curriculum materials that
will allow elementary and secondary school teachers, administrators,
curriculum coordinators, and college methods teachers to select materials
which are appropriate to their students, school, and community on the
basis of grade level, discipline, underlying philosophy, goals, strategies,
structure, content, innovativeness, and merit.

Development of the Data Book

The Data Book project represents a lengthy and intense effort on
the part of individual staff members of the Social Science Education
Consortium, Inc. (SSEC). Irving Morrissett and W. W. Stevens, Jr.
recognized the critical need for analysis of curriculum materials, particu-
larly in view of the vast numbers of materials htecoming available as a
result of federal funding of curriculum development projects. In 1967
they developed the Curriculum Mat~rials Analysis System (CMAS)--an
analytical instrument devised for examination and evaluation of curricu.um
materials. Morrissett and Stevens also recognized the need for a concise
compilation of information based on the CMAS. With financial support
from the National Science Foundation, they worked with the SSEC staff
to organize the Data Book project. The Data Book was first published
in 1971 in one loose-leaf volume. From Y971 through 1978 the SSEC
annually published two supplements to the Data Book. Each supplement
consisted of approximately 40 analyses of K-1Z social studies materials
to be incorporated into the loose-leaf binders. By March 1978 the Dat.
Book had grown to three volumes and contained five categories of mate-
rials: project materials (funded curriculum development project materials),
textbooks, games and simulations, supplementary materials, and teacher
resource materials.

As the cost of the three volumes was becoming formidable to poten-
tial users, the decision was made to produce an annual, paperbound *er-




sion of the Data Book. The paperbound version gives periodic updates
to the previous volumes. This annual volume is funded as a major
clearinghouse publication of the ERIC Clearinghouse for Social Studies/
Social Science Education, whose contract is held by the SSEC.

Organization and Use of the Data Book

The Data Book is not intended to be used as a catalog from which
materials are ordered. Rather than basing decisions solely on the Data
Book analyses, we encourage users to screen materials of interest using
the analyses and then write for review copies of materials that meet
their preliminary criteria for selection.

Analyses of curriculum materials in the Data Book are divided into
sections by grade level clusters. Thus, the first major section of the
book contains analyses of elementary (K-6) social studies materials;
three new two-page analyses of basal programs are followed by 20
brief descriptions of supplementary materials. The second major
section of the book is devoted to secondary (7-12) curriculum
materials; 20 new analyses of basal programs are presented, along with
9 shorter analyses of revised editions. The secondary curriculum
materials section concludes with 24 brief descriptions of supplementary
materials. Materials appropriate for both elementary and secondary.
students appear in the elementary section and are cross-referenced in
the secondary section. ‘

The analyses of elementary and secondary materials are organized
in the same way. The two-page analyses of new materials are
presented first, arranged in alphabetical order by title. Each analysis
includes the following:

1. A heading listing the authors or developers, the publisher,
the publication date, the publisher's ‘suggested grade level, a descrip-
tion of the materials and their cost, and the subject area. A complete
list of publishers' addresses is provided at the end of this book. If a
set of materials is available from someone other than the publisher,
that source is listed in the heading of the data sheet. Price infor-
mation presented is as current as deadline demands permit; however,
in today's volatile economy, prices may well have changed and the
publisher should be contacted for the current prices.

2. An overview of the most significant features of the materials.
“»
3. Information about the required or suggested time necessary to
use the materials. /

4. A description of the intended user characteristics, including
both siudents and teachers. If the analyst feels that a set of
materials is appropriate for grade levels other than those suggested bj{
the publisher, this information will be provided here.

5. An explanation of the rationale and general objectives of the
materials.
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6. A description of the conternt, including basic concepts, gen-
eralizations, trends, and themes presented in the materials.

7. An explanation of the primary teaching procedures.

8. Information related to any evaluation of the materials prior to
publication, along with the analyst's comments and suggestions.

The two-page analyses are followed by the shorter analyses of
revised editions, also arranged in alphabetical order by title. These
shorter analyses include all the heading informnation provided in their
longer counterparts, along with a reference to the Data Book volume in
which the previous edition was reviewed, an overview of the most sig-
nificant rfeatures of the materials, a description of the major revisions in
this edition, and the analyst's comments and suggestions.

The third section of the Data Book includes 26 short analyses of
teacher resource materials. The analyses of books for teachers are
arranged alphabetically by title. Each analysis includes a heading listing
the authors or developers, publisher, publication date, grzde level, a’
description of the materials and cost, and the subject area. The analy-
sis describes the purpose of the publication, ways it can be used, and
the content. Most of the books described provide practical suggestions
and ideas for classroom teachers.

Twenty-five social studies curriculum guides or units, identified
thrcugh the ERIC system, are described in the fourth section. The
abstracts, adapted from those published in Résources in Education (RIL),
are arranged alphabetically by title. For ea¢ch, the ED number is in-
cluded, as are author/developer information, the dat~ of the document,
ordering information, grade level, and subject area.

The curriculum materials analyses, teacher resource descriptions,
and ERIC documents are numbered consecutively throughout the Data Book.
These entry numbers are used in the indexes at the back of the book,
which cross-reference all materials according to author/developer/editor,
grade level, publisher, and subject area.

Selection of Materials

Materials analyzed in the Data Book must be intended for students
or educators in grades K-12. "The materials must be available through
commercial or easily accessible outlets, and SSEC staff analysts must
have access to the essential components of each set of materials.

This year, we are attempting to analyze all new and revised basal
programs. Most of the programs analyzed are texts, but materials in
other forms are also included if they are designed to serve as the core
material for a social studies course of at least nine weeks. Full two-
page analyses of revised editions are written oniy if the text has not
previously been reviewed or if the revisions are so substantial that the
original analysis would-no longer be descriptive of the program.



Materials selected for analysis in the teacher resource section
generally have some practical classroom application, although materials
of an analytical nature may be included if they are thought to have some
particular relevance to teachers or curriculum planners. Some of the
materials listed in the teacher resource section are also available from
ERIC; this information is noted in the analyses. However, they are
listed in the teacher resource section because they are easily available
from publishers who distribute materials on a nationwide basis. In con~
trast, the materials listed in the ERIC documents section are either
instructional units available only through ERIC or state and local cur-
riculum guides.

A Word About Readability

For textbooks analyred in the Data Book, we generally report a
reading level based on an analysis using the Fry Graph for Estimating
Readability. The reported reading level is an average of the reading
levels of six randomly selected passages throughout the book. For
example, the passages in one eighth-grade text may range from fifth to
eleventh grade and another eighth-grade text may contain sample passages
only ranging from seventh to ninth grade. Yet, based on the Fry graph,
both have an average reading level of eighth grade.

Readers may also notice that the publisher reports one grade level,
while we report a different grade level. This can easily happen, depend-
ing on the passuges selected and the reading scale used.

We have electec to use the Fry graph primarily because it is rela-
tively easy to use and has proven to be about as accurate as the other
reading scales. However, we do have the following reservations about
the Fry graph: (1) The average reading level of a particular book can
be quite different if different sets of passages are used. For this
reason, we use six passages instead of the required three. (2) The
Fry graph does not take into account familiar long words used over and
over in a passage, such as "government,® "environment," or "America."
(3) No special provisions are made for proper names. (4) The Fry scale
does not take into consideration teaching reading in context; for
example, use of phonetic respellings or definitions of a word within a
sentence in the passage.

Many publishers prefer the Dale-Chall scale (or Spache formula for
primary grades) to the Fry graph. While the Fry graph uses the
criteria of word and sentence length, Dale-Chall scores are based on
sentence length and the percentage of words not appearing on a list of
3,000 familiar words. The Dale-Chall formula does take account of
repetitive use of words not on the basic list (often long words) and of
proper names, two factors that contribute to high Fry scores. With its
30-some rules and list of 3,000 words against which passages must be
checked, however, the Dale-Chall scale is much more difficult to apply.

None of the readability formulas assess all--or even most--of the
many factors that affect students' ability to read a particular work.
The following are some factors relating to content/presentation and
format/design that should be considered in assessing the readability of
text materials.
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Content/ Preparation

\

1. Generally, the shorter the sentences, paragraphs, and chapters
in a work, the lower the readability level. Unusual writing styles or
difficult stylistic variations in sentence structure may mske under-
standing a passage more difficult than initial examination might
indicate, however. |

2. Definitions of new terms may be blaced in the text, i marginal
notes, in a glossary, or in some combination of these. Different place-
ments may be more appropriate for different groups of students.

3. If many new ideas are presenteci. in a relatively short passage,
that passage will be more difficult for students to read. Conversely,
previous experience with content covered\ in a passage will make that
passage easier for students to read. |

4. Advance organizers often help direct the student's reading,
thus lessening the difficulty of the reading task.
\

5. Passages that address issues that' spark student interest are
more likely to be read.

Format/Design

1. The amount of print on a page affects readability. A great
deal of print per page can make a book difficult and intimidating for
students to read. The publisher must make trade-offs in determining
how much print to place on each page; the publisher who opts for com-
prehensive coverage of content or tight control on costs may sacrifice
general attractiveness and reading ease.

2. Print size varies somewhat from text to text. The amount of
leading (white space) placed between lines varies more substantially and
can affect reading ease and general appearance of the text.

3. Text that runs into the gutter makes reading difficult.

4. Most texts are presented in a single~ or double-column format.
Single columns that are too wide, double columns separated by a narrow
margin, and triple columns can have a negative effect on readers who
have difficulty tracking.

5. Use of color enhances the general attractiveness of a text,
making it more appealing to students. High contrast between the print
and paper also eases reading. Print placed over photographs or on
colored paper may be difficuit for some students to read.

6. Graphics and pictures will aid students in reading if the
illustrations are tied to the narrative, reinforcing or supplementing the
narrative message in some way. Placement of illustrations is also '
important. Graphics that break up a passage are not helpful. Illustra-
tions placed at the beginning or end of a passage or used to divide
sections will be helpful to students if used in instruction.

10 1



-Because of the specific disadvantages of the Fry graph and the
general problems with readability formulas, we strongly urge you not to
select or eliminate any book you are considering based on readability
scores alone. We include our cwn reading analysis and that of the pub-
lisher (when available) simply to give you an idea of the average read-
ing level of the text. Textbook selection or nonselection should not
rest on reported readability levels alone.

‘- fl
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1. HBJ SOCIAL STUDIES

Author: Various
Publisher:

Publication Date: 1985
Grade Level: K-6

Materials and Cost:

Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.

7 texts, hardbound (except K), 60 pp to 582 pp,

$3.99 to $12.90; teucher's editions, spiralbound, 106

pp to 603 pp,

$9.00 to $19.50; supplementary

materials include teacher's resource books for grades
1-6 and workbooks, test booklets, and map books for

grades 3-5,
Subject‘ Area:

Interdisciplinary social studies

Overview

This new elementury program is far
different from the publisher's former
offerine, Living in Our World. Using
a t s jonal widening-horizons ap-
proa.-~ .o social studies content, this
new series focuses on providing con-
cepts related to geography, history,
government/citizenship, economics, and
sociology/culture. @The new version
also places heavy emphasis on visuals
and skills. offering a sequential skills
program with six separate strands:
map and globe skills; chart and graphn
skills; time skills; thinking skills;
citizenship skilis; and reading, writ-
ing, and study skills. The series dif-
fers from earlier series offered by this
publisher in that a new kindergarten
edition is awvailablc. In addition, the
level 4 tev: in the earlier series, The
Earth, ! 12 been replaced by States
and Regions. Components for the
one-year program include a teacher's
edition of the text, student
workbooks, chapter and unit tests,
and a map book for students in grades
3-6.

Required or Suggested Time

The student texts in this series are
each designed to provide a full year of
social studies instruction. Although
an overall time scheme is not provided,

time expectations for completing indi-
vidual lessons are indicated for each
lesson.

Intended User Characteristics

Although this series is designed
piimarily for use in teacher-directed,
whole-group classrooms, many elements
in the texts permit or encourage indi-
vidual reading, research, or other in-
dividualized or small-group activities.
Every lesson plan provides activities

identified as easy, average, or chal-
lenging.
A Fry reading analysis indicated

that the grade 1-6 materials are con-
sistently one to two grades above their
designated grade level. Although the
reading material may prove to be some-
what challenging at all grade levels,
there are a significan! number of read-
ing helps including visual cues, ad-
vance organizers, vocabulary lists, fo-
cused reading questions, glossaries,
and new words presented in boldface
type. No special teacher training is
required.

Rationale and General Objectives

The main purpose of the program is
to "provide a solid base of facts,
ideas, and skills relating to our coun-
try's history, geography, government,
and economic system. Another major

Data sheet by Leslie Hendrikson.
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' purpose is to enable students to make
meaningful comparisions from this
knowledge base to other nations and
peoples of the world, past and pre-
sent."

Content

The subject matter of the texts in
HBJ Social Studies is organized gener-
ally around the traditional widening-
horizons approach, starting with friends
in Kindergurten and ending with the
world in Level 6.

Kincergarten, Friends, introduces
students to their uniqueness as indi-
viduals, basic needs, friends in the
school environment, and the physical
world around them. Families, the Level
1 text, introduces students to their own
uniqueness, the uniqueness of fami'ies,
the difference between wants and needs,
changes in the world around vs,
American history and traditions, and
countries of the world that are alike
and different from our own. The Level
2 text, Neighborhoods, focuses on
living in neighborhoods, and working to
meet individual and community needs
and wants.

Expanding geographically, Level 3,
Communities, focuses on how the people
live and work together in communities
in the United States and around the
world past and present. In level 4,
States and Regions, students examine
the landforms and regions of the United
States in detail and then compare these
with similar areas around the world.
Level 5, The United States, presents a
chronological narrative from the arrival
of the first Americans to the modern
age. In Level 6, The World, students
look at the geography, history, and
culture of the regions of the world.

Teaching Procedures
In addition to introductory materials

10

- explaining overall use of the text, the

teacher's edition contains the following
for each chapter: an overview; de-
tailed information on the photograph
used to introduce the unit theme; back-
ground; step-by-step development of
the lesson; a list of workbook pages
that may be used with the lesson; and
a statement of the lesson objectives.
Other features include: instructions
for using the skill~building activities;
answers to questions presented in the
chapter reviews; unit projects; rein-
forcement and ' enrichment activities
labeled for students of varied abilities;
unit materials and resources that may
be used for reinforcement and evalua-
tion; annotations about the people or
events mentioned in the text; repro-
ductions of home letters (in English and
Spanish) intended to promote better
communication between school and the
community; \and "Skill Extenders" which
reinforce previously taught skills.

Evaluative Comments and Suggestions
HBJ Social Studies is a well-written,

comprehensive set of materials. The
teacher's guides are excellent re-
sources. The series' only significant

drawback in this analyst's view is that
the advanced reading level throughout
the series may not be suitable for stu-
dents with reading difficulties.

One major strength of the program is
its excellent use of colorful charts,
maps, timelines, illustrations, and
photographs. The organization of the
teacher's editions surpasses that used
in earlier series by this publisher.
Another notable feature is the strong
emphasis on geography. The heavy at-
tention to history, economics, and
student involvement activities also
distinguishes this program from others
on the market.

14
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2. HEATH SOCIAL STUDIES

Authors: Various

Publishers: D.C. Heath and Company
Publication Date: 1985 '
Grade Level: K-7

7 texts (1-7), hardbound, 144 pp to 520 pp, $7.80 to
$13.39; teacher's editions (1-7), spiralbound, 148 pp
to 534 pp, $14.25 to $19.20; Kindergarten teacher's
edition (includes teacher resource book and posters),
spiralbound, 222 pp, $15.75; supplementary materials
include teacher's resource books (1-7); posters
(K-7); worksheets, outline maps, and test duplicating
masters (3-7); and workbooks and teacher's editions
to the workbooks (3-7).

Materials and Cost:

Subject Area:

Interdisciplinary social studies

" from the social

Overview

This new elementary program is or-
ganized around an expanding environ-
ments scheme and draws its content
science disciplines,
primarily geography, history, govern-
ment, economics, anthropology, and
sociology. The skills taught in Heath
Social Studies are divided into two

categories: social studies and study
skills. The new series differs signif-
icantly from the earlier Heath series
(1982) in that: (1) the titles used in
the new series more specifically reflect
the content ancd level of the materials;
(2) the sixth grade edition of the
former sequence, People of the World,
has been written into a two-volume
edition aimed at students in both
grades 6 and 7; and (3) the new
series is more attractively presented
than previous Heath series.

Required or Suggested Time

Materials for each of the seven
grade levels in Heath Social Studies
are sufficient for a one-year course.
Although suggested time allotments are
not specified for daily lessons, a wunit
organizer at the beginning of each unit
presents a chart listing chapter or
lesson, pages scheduled, number of

days r.quired to complete the chapter,
suggested tie-in activities from other
disciplines, related worksheets, and
special arrangements. The reinforcing
and tie-in activities suggested for
lessons require extra time.

Intended User Characteristics

The intended audience for this series
is students in grades K-7. Reading
level for each text is not specified by
the publisher. A Fry readability anal-
ysis for each text showed that despite
"Study Helps' designed to help stu-
dents become better readers, the texts
exhibit some inconsistency in readabil-
ity. Average reading levels range from
one to two levels above dasignated
grade level. Although some teaching
suggestions for dealing with individual
differences are given, they do not
generally provide alternative strategies
for presenting the core content of the
lesson and thus may not be of great
help to a teacher with many students
with reading difficulties.

No tesacher training is required to
use the series.

Rationale and General Objectives

The rationale underlying Heath Social
Studies is that social studies should

Data sheet by Leslie Hendrikson.
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focus on helping students understand
the world around them and build knowl-
edge, skills, and values essential to
responsible citizenship. Four genetal
aims are given for the program: "(1)
to help students understand how they
are linked to other pecple in the
community, state, region, nation; and
world; (2) to prepare students for re-
sponsible citizenship; (3) to foster
pride in the United States and build an
appreciation of the nation's cultural
heritage; and (4) to acquaint students
with other nations in the world and
other ways of life.*”

Content

The content of the series moves from
a study of the child's immediate
environment in the primary grades to
an examination of more distant places

and events at upper grade levels. The
kindergarten edition, Startin Out,
focuses on the child, the family, and
community.

The first grade text, Homes and
Neighborhoods, focuses on the ¢ s
ome, school, goods and services, and
holidays around the world. The second
grade text, Neighborhoods and Com-
munities, proceeds to learning about the
communities past and present and in the
United States and the world. The third
grade text, Communities Large and

Small, focuses on how technology has
changed communities.
, Regions Near and Far, the fourth
grade text, explores six regions of the
United States-——the Northeast, the
Southeast, the Middle West, the South-
west, the Rocky Mountain Region, and
the Pacific Coast Region. The f{ifth
grade text is a people-oriented, chrono-
logical history of the United States,
The Urited States Past and Present.
"The final texts, recommenced for use
in grades 6 and 7, focus on world his-

12

tory and current world events. The
World Past and Present offers a chrono-

logical world history with an emnphasis
on the Eastern hemisphere. The World
Today focuses on nine world culture

regions~-the United States and Canada,

Latin America, Africa, the Middle East,
Southern Asia, East Asia, the USSR,
Europe, and Australia and the Pacific
Island.

Teaching Procedures

The focal point of each unit's or-
ganization is the "Resource Center"
section of the teacher's guide, which
offers varied project ideas, outiine
maps, family involvement sheets,
posters with bulletin board ideas, and
bibliographies. For the wunit at a
glance, « unit organizer is provided.
Daily lesson plans present concise ob-
jectives, background information, a
variety of activities, and tie-ins to
other subject areas.

Teaching aids include teacher's re-
source books (K-7), a collection of
blackline masters that include ®Skills
and Reading Worksheets," unit and
chapter tests, outline maps, and family
involvement sheets. Other supplemen-
tary materials include a series of
posters (12 for each grade) that are
reproductions of key maps, diagrams,
and illustrations in the pupil's text;
student workbooks; teacher's annotated
editions of the student workbooks; and
duplicating masters of materials' found
in the teacher's resource books.

Evaluative Comments and Suggestions

This is a sound, well-presented pro-
gram that is logically organized and
informative. 'n general, the 1985 Heath
Social Studies series.shows improvement
over previous Heath series in its pre-
sentation, °skill development, revised
content, and supplementary materials.
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3. LAIDLAW SOCIAL STUDIES SERIES

Authors: Beverly Jeanne Armento, Jesus Garcia, Roy Erikson,
and Herbert C. Rudman

Publisher: Laidlaw Brothers .

Publication Date: 1985

Grade Level: K-6

Materials and Cost:

Teacher's edition (K),

spiralbound, 80 pp, $6.00;

text (K), paperbound, 80 pp, $2.79; 6 texts (1-6),

hardbound,

teacher's editions,
$9.42 to $24.45.

144 to 480 pp,

$7.56 to $14.94; 6
spiralbound, 150 pp to 480 pp,
Supplementary materials include

teacher's resource books (1-6) and consumable: skills
books (1-6).

Subject Area:

Interdisciplinary social studies

Overview
The 1985 Laidlaw Social Studies

Series is designed to help students in
grades K-6 develop "gkills and con-~
cepts for responsible citizenship."
Organized around an  expanding envi-
ronments content, the series places
heavy emphasis on its skills component
which focuses on the following areas:
(1) maps and globes, (2) charts and
graphs, (3) study and library skills,
(4) critical thinking, (5) reading, (6)
writing and speaking, and (7) citi-
zenship and life skills.

A teacher's edition of the textbook,
a teacher's resource book, and a
consumable skills book for students are
available for each level.

Required or Suggested Time

This series provides enough mate-
rial for a year's work at each grade
level. Although not . specifically
indicated in indivicdual lessons,
planning guidelines in the teacher's
edition suggest the following estimates
of class time: 25-35 minutes per
lesson in the primary grades and 45-60
minutes per lesson in the intermediate
grades., Detailed pacing charts for
basic, minimum, and maximum teaching
plans are provided in the teacher's
edition for each level.

Intended User Characteristics

The series is designed for use by
elementary students in grades K-6.
Our assessment of reading level with
the Fry formula found the texts to
average a grade or two above grade
level. New words, however, are
usually in bold print and defined in
context. Prereading and postreading
questions in combination with clear
teaching visuals, photographs, and
illustrations help 'enhance comprehen-
sion. Developers emphasize the pro-
gram's adaptability to individual and
classroom needs through the provision
of basic, minimum, and maximum teach-
ing plans for pach unit; alternative
teaching strategies for each lesson; and
a variety of enrichment and exteusion
activities that enable teachers to adapt
lessons to specific needs.

No special teacher training is re-
quired to use the series.

Rationale and General Objectives

The program is designed to Help

students develop a foundation of
essential skills and concepts for
responsible citizenship in a global
society by providing them  with

necessary knowledge for understanding
societies and cultures throughout the
world. General and specific objectives

Data sheet by Leslie Hendrikson,
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are provided for each grade level.

Content

The content of the series generally
follows the traditional expanding en-
vironments approach. The consumable
kindergarten book, Living With People,
provides a readiness program in which
students focus on themselves, their
homes, their friends, helpers in the
community, choices, rules, and holi-
days. In the grade 1 text, Living in
Families, students develop an awareness
o erent families around the world.
This sam.: approach is used in the
grade 2 text, Living in Nejﬂxborbmds.
Grade 3, Living in Communities, focuses
on diverse communities in the United
States and in the world. Living in
World Regions, the text for grade 4,
introduces students to different regions
of the world. Grade 5, Living in Our
Country, is a chronological survey of

U.S.” history. The final text (grade
6), Living in the World, provides a

chronological regional survey of world
history highlights.

Teaching Procedures

The spiralbound teacher's editions
contain instructional suggestions, back-
ground information, and activities.
Two teaching strategies for each lesson
are offered in order to make lessons

14

more adaptable. Other features of the
teacher's edition include answers to
review questions and tests; reproduc-
tions of all skills and extension
masters; three teaching plans for each
unit (basic, minimum, and maximum);
and computer courseware suggestions.
New vocabulary words are identified at
the opening of each lesson along with
learning objectives, unit and chapter
background information, teaching stra-
tegies, ideas for teaching special
features, and a multimedia guide and
list of suppliers. The teacher's edition
also provides scope and sequence charts
for skill development.

The "Teacher's Rescurce Book" pro-

vides a collection of reproducible
blackline masters of the following: (1)
extension activities; (2) wunit and

chapter tests; (3) two pages of home/
school materials per unit, designed to
explain the unit to parents and suggest
social studies activities for parent and
child; (4) learning aids, consisting
primarily of outline maps; and (5) skiils
activities for levels 3-6.

Evaluative Comments and Suggestions

The strength of the program lies in
its excellent skills program. The
program could be improved by focusing
less on reading and discussion as
teaching strategies and more on active
learning approaches.
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4. ACROSS CULTURES

Publisher: Agency for Instructional Televisi~n

Publication Date: 1983

Grade Level: 6-7

Materials and Cost: Videocassette, $125; videokit, $525

Subject Area: Social studies, geography, multicultural
education

The series presents daily lives of real families: the Japanese,
Tarahumara, and the Baouli.

5. ASSIGNMENT: THE WORLD

Publisher: Agency for Instructional Television
Publication Date: 1982

Grade Level: 6-8

Materials and Cost: Television program for open/closed circuit

systems, ITFS, CCTV, and CATV,
$32.50-$42.50 per program

Subject Area: Social studies, world history, current events

Designed to involve students actively, the series presents coverage
of the week’'s top news stories.

6. BEGINNING RESPONSIBILITY: RULES ARE FOR GORILLAS, TOO
(2nd Ed.) and BEGINNING RESPONSIBILITY: LEARNING TO FOLLOW
INSTRUCTIONS (2nd Ed.)

Publisher: Coronet Films

Publication Date: 1984

Grade Level: K~-4

Materials and Cost: 16 mm film, $259, $280; videocassette, $181,
$196

Subject Area: Social studies, citizenship education

Humor provides the medium through which children learn the
importance to society of obeying rules and tollowing instructions.

19
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7. CHILDREN'S PRESS SERIES

Publisher: _ Children's Press

Publication Date: 1977-present

Grade Level: K-10 ,

Materials and Cost: Hardbound student books, $6.95-$14.95 for
each story within series; quantity discounts
available

Subject Area: U.S. history, world history, geography

The titles of the series are:: Enchantment of the World Series
(K-4); Young People's Stories of Our States (grades 2-3); The New
Enchantment of America State Books (grades 5-7); People of Distinction
(grades 4-6); Cornerstones of Freedom (grades 3-6); and Frontiers of
America (grades 3-10). The student books are designed to enrich
social studies units at each grade level.

8. CHINA: CHANGING A NATION

Publisher: Society for Visual Education, Inc.

Publication Date: 1984

Grade Level: 4-8°

Materials and Cost: 4 filmstrips/cassettes, teacher's guide in
looseleaf notebook, $149

Subject Area: World history

Separate filmstrips examine the land, people, economy, and history
of China. The teacher's guide contains 24 student "skill boosters” and
activities to increase student awareness of Chinese culture.

9. COP TALK

Publisher: i Agpncy for Instructional Television

Publication Date: ' 1981

Grade Level: . 6-8

Materials and Cost: | Videocassette, $125-$180 each; teaching
; guide $0.95 (discounts available)

Subject Area: {; Citizenship education, law-related education

{
n‘

Five programs prqsent realistic encounters between youth and the
law. Topics are shoplifting, vandalism, search and seizure, runaways,
and the role of the police officer.
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10. DISNEY'S BEGINNING MAP SKILLS SERIES \

1
Publisher: Walt Disney Educational Media Com?any
Publication Date: 1983
Grade Level: K-3 l
Materials and Cost:. 6 color filmstrips, cassettes, $170 '
Subject Area: Geography ‘

. The series introduces basic map concepts, cardinal points distance
and scale, symbols, and practical uses of maps. \

11. FACES ‘.\
Publisher: Cobblestone Publishing, Inc. ‘\
Publication Date: 1984 ;
Grade Level: 4-8 \“
Materials and Cost: Periodical, 10 issues a year, $16.50 !
Subject Area: Social studies, anthropology

A colorful, young reader's magazine on anthropology, the O¢tober
issue features mollusks and their uses as money and as a basis for art,
architecture, and fashion.

|

12. GAME OF THE STATES \
Publisher: Milton Bradley Company ‘i
Publication Date: 1984 i
Grade Level: 2-6 |
Materials and Cost: Computer software disk and instructiong,

$39.95 (Apple 1I/Ile, Applesoft, BASI
W/48k, and Version 3.3 DOS)

Subject Area: U.S. geography ‘ !

Students learn to recognize states, capitals, relative locations, 4nd
major cities. ‘\

|

i
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13. HANDS-ON GEOGRAPHY

Publisher: - Nystrom

Publication Date: 1983-84

Grade Level: 3-7

Materials and Cost: 30 laminated 17" x 22" two-~sided maps,

activity copy masters, teacher's guide,
marking crayons, $279 per unit

Subject Area: Geography, economics, history
A series of hands-on learning activity programs that develop basic
competencies in the core social studies areas of geography, history, and

economics. Individual units are U.S.A., World, Europe, Asia, Africa,
North America, and South America.

14, HISTORY THROUGH ART AND ARCHITECTURE

Publisher: Alarion Press

Publication Date: On-going publication of series

Grade Level: 4-9; 9-12

Materials and Cost: Multimedia programs (filmstrips, cassettes,
poster, teacher's manual) $79-168 per
program

Subject Area: History, humanities

Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Medieval, and Byzantine art and
architecture enrich history classes at all grade levels.

15. JAPAN: TECHNOLOGY AND TRADITION

Publisher: Society for Visual Education, Inc.

Publication Date: 1984

Grade Level: 4-8

Materials and Cost: 4 filmstrips/cassettes, teacher's guide in
. looseleaf notebook, $149

Subject Area: History, economics

The series portrays modern Japan as a mixture of East and West,
Separate filmstrips examine geography and climate; social customs,
educational systems, and recreation of the Japanese; Japan's economy;
and Japan's history. The teacher's guide contains student Yskill
boosters® and a variety of activities. '

22
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16. LEARNING ABOUT GOVERNMENT WITH GOOFY

Publisher: Walt Disney Educational Media

Publication Date: 1983

Grade Level: 5-9

Materials and Cost: ¢ filmstrips, cassettes, $33 each; complete
set, $156

Subject Area: Citizenship education

The series covers an introduction to govemment,. the president's
job, Congress, the Supreme Court, how laws are made, and why the
government needs responsible, well-informed citizens.

17. MAP SKILLS POSTER KIT

- Publisher: - ' Weekly Reader Skills Books
Publication Date: 1984
Grade Level: 4-6
Materials and Cost: 6 posters and 12 duplicating masters, $14.95
Subject Area: Geography

Posters examine map concepts and geographic terms and teach
students how to use road maps to locate areas and plan trips.

18. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.: A PEACEFUL WARRIOR

Publisher: Society for Visual Education, Inc.

Publication Date: 1984

Grade Level: 1-3

Materials and Cost: Fllmstrip, cassette, teacher information
sheet, $35

Subject Area: U.S. history _

The lives and times of Martin Luther King, Jr. are presented and
the significance of the national holiday honoring his birthday is
explained. Follow-up activities are suggested on the teacher
information sheet.

23
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19. PEOPLE OF AMERICA'S FRONTIER

Publisher: National Gebgraphic Educatio#ml Services
Publication Date: 1984 ' 'g

Grade Level: 5-12 x

Materials and Cost: 3 filmstrips with cassettes, $79.95
Subject Area: U.S. history 1

The Indian resistance, opportunity and fortune, 'and frontier
justice: lavmen and outlaws are examined. ’:

'*.

1

20. SOVIET UNION, THE ' ".'

Publisher: ‘ Society for Visual Education, fjec.

Publication Date: . 1984 ‘.

Grade Level: o 4-8 .,

Materialc and Cost: . 4 filmstrips, cassettes, teacher's guide in
‘ looseleaf notebook, $149

Subject Area: World history, peace education

The purpose of this series 1s to penetrate the propaganda and
stereotypes of people in the Soviet Union. Separate filmstrips examine
geography, resources and industry, city and farm life, and arts, The
teacher's guide contains "skills boosters," for students, a variety of
followup activities, discussion questions, and the filmstrip scripts.

2l1. SPIRIT OF AMERICA POSTER KIT

Publisher: Weekly Reader Skills Books
Publication Date: 1984

Grade Level: 4-6

Materials and Cost: 6 posters, $14.95

Subject Area: U.S. history

The posters tie together social, cultural, and historical aspects of
the American experience. Individual posters feature Native Americans,
victory at Yorktown, symbols of the United States, Americans with
"know-how," America honors it heroes, and folk heroes of America.
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22. STATUE OF LIBERTY, THE

Publisher: Society for Visual Instruction, Inc.

Publication Date: 1984

Grade Level: 4-8

Materials and Cost: Filmstrip, videocassette, teacher information
sheet, $35

Subject Area: U.S. " . ‘ory

The filmstrip explains the . _orica: background of the Statue of
Liberty; facts about its design, construction, and dedication: and its
significance. The information sheet contains a variety of activities.

23. STORY OF AMERICA, THE

Publisher: National Geographic Educational Services

Publication Date: 1984

Grade Level: 4-8

Materials and Cost: Hardcover book, 324 pp, and "Time Line"
wall chart, $21.95

Subject Area: U.S. history

With lavish photography and graphics, the book presents a
chronological history of the United States. The wall chart traces
\ geography, government, way of life, and industry and science during
\ certain time periods.

\.
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ANALYSES OF SECONDARY CURRICULUM MATERIALS

Entry No. Title ‘ Page No.
New Analyses
|24 America: The Glorious Republic ' 25
25 American Tradition, The 27
26 Americans, The: The History of a People and
and Nation 29
27 Annual Editions. Comparative Politics 84/85 31 -
28 Decisions: Making Personal Economic Choices 33
29 Earth, The: Geography and Culture 35
30 Economics: The Science of Cost, Benefit, and
Choice 37
31 Enjoying American History 39
32 Exploring a Changing World. Revised Edition 41
33 Fundamentals of Psycaology 43
34 Gover~ment in the United States 45
35 History of the American Nation 47
36 Human Experience, The: A World History 49
37 Land of Liberty 51
38 Modern History 53
39 Opposing Viewpoints Series. The Vietnam War:
Opposing Viewpoints [and] Central America:
Opposing Viewpoints 55
40 Psychology: A Way to Grow 57
41 United States History 59
42 Western Civilization 61
43 World Geography: People and Places 63
Updated Analyses
44 History and Life: The World and Its People 65
45 History of the United States, A 66
46 Human Heritage: A World History 67
47 Introduction to the Social Sciences 68
48 Magruder's American Government, 1984 69
49 Our Common Heritage: A World History 70
50 Our Economy and How It Works 71
51 Proud Nation, A 72
52 World Geography Today 73
26
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DESCRIPTIONS OF SECONDARY SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS

Entry No. Title | Page No.
53 American Presidency, The 74
54 Arab/Israeli 74
55 Castro's Rebellion 74
56 Citizenship: Your Voice in America 75
57 Civil War Series 75
58 Coal Mining Women 75
59 Development Data Book 76
60 Disarmament: The Quest for Lasting Peace 76
vl Editorial Forum Series 76

. 62 Emancipation Proclamation 77
63 Free to Choose Series | 77
h4 Global Resources: Challenges of

Interdependence 77
65 Headline Series 78
66 Historically Speaking 78
67 Hopi: Songs of the Fourth World 78
68 Middle East, The 78
69 Nuclear War 79
70 People of America's Western Frontier 79
71 Social Studies Worktexts: Your Rights and the

Law (and) Your Government 79
72 Spaceship Earth 80
73 Tomorrow Came Later (A Journey of Conscience) 80
74 You, Me, and Technology 80
75 Women's Voices: The Gender Gap 81
76 World War 1 Series (2nd ed.) 81

Note: Entries 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 22, and 23 in the
elementary section are also appropriate for use at the secondary level.
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24. AMERICA: THE GLORIOUS REPUBLIC

Houghton Mifflin Company

Author: Henry F. Graff
Publisher:
Publication Date: 1985

- Grade Level: 10-12

Materials and Cost:
manual,

workbook, paperbound,
edition of workbook,

Student text, hardbound, 880 pp, $18.48; teacher's

paperbound, 244 pp, $9.00; student
140 pp, $4.98; teacher's
$5.49; resource book, 186 pp,

$30.00; tests, $57.60; answer key, $3. 00; Voices of
America (not reviewed) $9.60

Subje 't Area: U.S. history

L}

Overview

America: The Glorious Republic is a
textbook in United States history for
high school students. The textbook
uses the traditional chronological
approach to history, beginning with
European exploration and ending with
the first presidential term of Ronald
Reagan. The text is enhanced with
color reproductions of art work,
photographs, graphs. charts, maps,
and timelines. Designed to "fit a
variety of curricula," the textbook
provides an alternative point of entry
which begins with the presidency of
Thomas Jefferson (chapter 9).

The teacher's manual provides
strategies for each chapter and bib-
liographies for both teacher and stu-
dent. The student workbook contains
matching, short answer, f{ill-in-the
blank, and multiple choice exercises.
The resource book (blackline masters)
contains objective tests and additional
student worksheets, which emphasize
the use of primary sources. The sup-
plementary Voices of America (not re-
viewed) consists of primary and sec-
ondary source materials that provide a

"collection of political, military,
economic, social, and cultural mate-
rial.” '

Required or Suggested Time
The textbook is designed for a one-

year or a two-year sequential course.
The publishers suggest that the text-
book is also appropriate for elective
courses. Thus, a teacher of a one-
year course may progress comfortably
through the text's 33 chapters; those
teaching a two-year course may wish tc
concentrate more intensively on specific
periods in U.S. history; teachers of
elective courses may choose to develop
a particular theme, e.g., the develop-
ment of political parties or the role of
the United States in foreign affairs.
The teacher's guide does not outline
specific time allotments per chapter.

Intended User Characteristics

America: The Glorious Republic is
most appropriate for average 10th or
11th grade students. A Fry reada-
bility analysis of six randomly selected
passages revealed reading levels from
grade 8 to grade 12+, with an average
of grade 10+. The tcacher's manual
suggests that the program is designed
"to offer teachers a battery of ef-
fective tools to use with students of

differing interests and abilities.® The
activities, however, are mnot catego-
rized according to student ability.

The text does provide vocabulary aids,
section reviews, and chapter summa-
ries; it remains, however, most suit-
able for average or above-average

Data sheet by Kay K. Cook.
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students, who will benefit from the
number of enrichment activities.

Rationale and General Objectives

The teacher's manual states that the
goal of America: The Glorious Republic

is to provide students with 'an ap-
preciation for the development of
American institutions and ways of life"
by "bringing to life the great pageant
of history that has brought America
from the Age of Exploration to the
present." Materials accompanying the
program stress the richness and live-
liness of the text's narrative, which
focuses on "events, trends, people,
and issues." The development of his-
tory and critical thinking skills is
stressed; specific objectives are
provided for each chapter.

Content

The student textbook contains 9
units which comprise a total of 33
chapters. The nine units trace U.S.
history from "Beginnings* (the year
1000) up to "Toward a New Century"”
«the 1980s). Units are introduced by
an appropriate quotation and conclude
with a review that lists important
dates, provides review questions, and
suggests relevant projects. Individual
chapters are uniformly arranged. Each
is introduced with a timeline and a
brief chapter outline. Chapters con-
sist of from three to five sections,
each of which concludes with review
questions. Each chapter also includes
two boxed features. "Eyewitness to
History® provides first person accounts
of events occurring during the time
period studied. The second feature,
"World Scene," relates events occur-
ring throughout the world during a
given era in U.S. history. Chapters
end with a summary, vocabulary, and
student assignments. Scattered
throughout the text are excerpts from

26

"documents of freedom," and "Achieve-
ment in Technology® essays. The atlas
contains six pages of full color graphs
and maps. The reference section
provides information about the presi-
dents and the states, veproduces the
Declaration of Independence and the

Constitution, and lists related reading
materials and important dates. This
section concludes with a glossary.

Teaching Procedures

Strategies are presented both in the
student text and the teacher's manual.
End-of-chapter activities include dis-
cussion questions; lists of vocabulary
and important terms for definition; and
activities for relating the past to the
present, studying local history, and
using history skills. End-of-unit
activities also list a number of larger
projects to wrap up the wunit study.
In addition, the teacher's manual lists
print and nonprint aids, provides a
unit overview, lists objectives, and
gives suggestions for introducing the
unit. Teaching strategies are sug-
gested for each section within the
chapter; these strategies include class
discussion, map making, debate, word
research, simulations, and a look at
the arts of the period. Activities in
the student workbook focus on review
of facts that "help students review and
retain vocabulary, names, events, and
dates they have studied.® The re-
source book consists of 66 blackline
masters of activities and exams.

Evaluative Comments and Suggestions

Because of the variety of ap-
proaches suggested, America: The
Glorious Republic can be an etfective

textbook for teaching U.S. history.
This variety, however, will require
careful planning on the part of the
teacher so that an even balance of
activities and skills are accomplished.
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25. AMERICAN TRADITION, THE

Authors:

E. Coviello
Publisher:
Publication Date: 1984
Grade Level: 11-12

Materials and Cost:

Robert P. Green, Jr., Laura L. Becker, and Robert

Charles E. Merrill Publishing Co.

Text, hardbound, 816 pp, $16.20; teacher's annotated

edition, hardbound, 986 pp, $18.60; student activity
book, $4.80; teacher's annotated edition of student
activity book, $5.55; reproducible blackline masters,

$12.60
Subject Area:

U.S. history

Overview

The American Tradition is a basal
U.S. history text for average and
above-average high school students.
It is designed for a semester or a
one-year or a two-year program. The
major portion of the chronological
narrative stresses the development of
America's government, economy, soci-
ety, and role in world affairs. In-
dividual rights, government by the
consent of the governed, and equal

opportunity--basic wvalues of the
American political system--are also
emphasized. Special sections focus on

how historians study history, famous
male and female Americans from a va-
riety of ethnic groups, and issues with
an enduring impact.

Required or Suggested Time

The American Tradition is designed
for either a one-year, two-year, or
Semester course. A timetable for
covering the text is not included.
The amount of time spent on readings,
discussions, and activities is left to
the discretion of the teacher because
the chapters vary in length, diffi-
culty, and importance.

Intended User Characteristics

The text is designed for average
and above-average students in grades

11 and 12. However, the reading level
and reading aids make it suitable for
students who read just below grade
level. A Fry readability analysis in-
dicated that the average reading level
is grade 10. Reading aids include
short chapter sections, important terms
printed in boldface type, and new
vocabulary words that are defined or
explained in context. No special
teacher training is required.

Rationale and General Objectives

The American Nation is a record of
the nation's progress in achieving "the
basic principles of its society and
political system: individual rights,
government by the consent of the
governed, and equality of opportuni-
ty." The authors believe that agree-
ment over these beliefs is "at the
heart of the nation's experience.” The
textbook's objectives are to "(1)
present the causes and effects of
events in American history in a clear,
concise, and meaningful manner; (2)
inform students about the origins and
development of this nation's govern-
ment, economy, society, and culture;
(3) equip students with the critical~
thinking skills that will enable them to

make reasoned, objective judgments
about historical interpretations and
contemporary issues; a.d (4) help

students understand the nature and

Data sheet by Sheryl B. Robinson.
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significance of the traditional American
values." Cognitive objectives are
listed for all units and chapters.

Content

The American Tradition is a chron-
ological, topical approach to American
history divided into 11 units and 33
chapters. The traditional military,
political, and economic events are
covered, but more of the narrative
emphasizes post-Civil War history than
in other books. The first third of the

text focuses on colonial America, the
forging of a wunion, nationalism and
sectionalism, the Civil War, and Re-

construction. . The second third of the
narrative covers pre-World War I his-
tory including the topics of indus-
trialization, the rise to worid power
and World War II, and the Depression.
The remainder of the text is equally
divided between the events that occur-
red during and after Vorld War II.
The presentation of modern history is
organized by presidential terms of
office, with chapters on Truman and
Eisenh~wer, Nixon and Ford, and
Carter and Reagan. Three different
short sections regularly
that narrative. "The  Historian's
Craft" at the end of all uhnits presents
readings from primary sources and
discussion questions. "People in His-
tory" contains biographical sketches of
women and men from many ethnic groups
who have contributed to many areas of
American life. Finally, "Perspectives
in History" features a range of themes
and issues that have had a significant
impact on American life. Original
artwork as well as many other kinds of
colorful graphics illustrate the nar-
rative. Appendices consist of an atlas
section, the Declaration of Independ-
ence, an annotated Constitution, a
glossary, and an index. :
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Teaching Procedures

supplement .

The teacher's annotated edition
contains a brief section on instruc-
tional approaches and a text implem:n-
tation section. The first section
briefly discusses brainstorming,
audiovisual materials, reading guides,
games and simulations, debate, and
case studies--six strategies that can
involve students in their learning.

Lesson plans for each chapter are in- -

cluded in the text implementation
section. The lesson begins with an
overview that summarizes the chapter
and highlights major concepts and
themes. Teaching strategies for in-
troducing and developing the chapter
sections and for concluding the; chap-
ter follow. Most of these strategies
require students to read the text or
other material and answer questions.
Guidelines for using
Craft" sections are also provided.

In the student text, review ques-

tions are listed at the end of each

section and chapter. Discussion
questions, questions about maps and
charts, and a section that requires

students to develop basic skills are
also part of the chapter review. The
unit review lists review questions and
discussion questions. In addition, it
has a section that describes four or
five exercises designed to encourage
student participation.

Evaluative Comments and Suggestions

The American Tradition is a tradi-
tional survey o tates history
for students in the 1llth and 12th
grades. The textbook emphasizes post
Civil War history and the work of
historians more than other texts. In
addition, it contains a number of
attractive graphics that do not appear
in every other textbook.
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26. AMERICANS, THE: THE HISTORY OF A PEOPLE AND A NATION

paperbound,

Winthrop D. Jordan, Miriam Greenblatt, and John S.

McDougal,‘ Littell & Company

Student text, hardbound, 864 pp, $18.78; teacher's

272 $7.95; teacher's
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resource binder and workbook copy masters available

Authors:
' Bowes
Publisher:
Publication Date: 1985
Grade Level: 9-12
Materials and Cost:
manual,
winter 1985
Subject Area: U.S. history

Overview
The Americans: The History of a

People and Nation is a U.S. history
text designed for a yearlong course.
The traditional chronological approach
to history is presented in ten units (a
tofal of 40 chapters). Each chapter
concludes with a "Focus Feature,”
highlighting an important social studies
topic. A global perspective of events
in U.S. history, historical sidelights,
as well as highlights and relevant
themes from American literature are
also emphasized. A special section on
the U.S. Constitution is especially
helpful for preparing for its bicen-
tennial anniversary. The teacher
resource book consists of a manual,
student activity sheets, chapter and
unit tests, and answer keys. The
Americans is exceptionally well ~iI-
lustrated.

Required or Suggested Time

The 40-chapter textbook is designed
for a one-year course in U.S. history.
The teacher's manual provides a sug-
gested time allotment chart that spec-
ifies the number of weeks per unit,
the number of pages to be covered per
day, and times for reviews and tests.
Given the amount of material to cover
in this text, the teacher would have to
adhere closely to the suggested sched-
ule.

Intended User Characteristics

The textbook is aimed at average
high school students. The reading
level, based on six samples using the
Fry readability analysis, varies from
grade 9 to grade 12, The teacher's
manual provides suggested activities for
average, basic, and advanced students.
The activities are correlated with
specific concepts and skills presented in
each section. The suggested activities,
however, do not compensate for prob-
lems that basic students may have in
comprehending the textbook material.
Reading aids include section review
questions every three to four pages and
vocabulary words, which are highlight-
ed at the beginning of each section.

Rationale and General Objectives

Chapters emphasize linking the past
to the present and identifying signifi-
cant individuals. Chapter reviews are
designed to: f(l) promote critical
thinking, (2) apply reading and social
studies skills, and (3) evaluate infor-
mation.® Unit reviews promote under-
standing social studies concepts; ex-
tending map, chart, and picture skills;
understanding current events;. and de-
veloping effective citizenship. Several .
specific objectives are outlined for each
chapter.

Data sheet by Kay K. Cook.
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Content

- Ten units consisting of 3-5 chapters
each (for a total of 40 chapters) chron-
ologically examine colonial times, the
Revolution, the new nation, growth and
 change {1815-1850), the Civil War, the
Industrial Revolution, the dawn of a
new century (1876-1910), between world
wars, war and world leadership, and
continuity and change (1960 to the pre-
sent) .

Each unit and each of the chapters
within it are presented in a consistent
fashion. The ten uniis are introduced
by a global time line that parallels
events on the North American continent
with those occurring in the rest of the
world at the same time. Units conclude
with a review that focuses on under-
standing current events in relation to
those discussed in the unit and devel-
oping effective citizenship. Sections
within the chapter end with comprehen-
sion questions and the chapter itself
ends with a brief summary followed by
"questions for critical thinking."

A special feature of each chapter is
the two-page "focus" section, which
links past and present events, issues,
and philosophies. Topics include free
enterprise, American heritage, geog-
raphy, and government.

The reference section includes glos-
sary, maps, photographs of U.S. presi-
dents, charts depicting recent statis-
tical trends in the United States, and a
list of social studies concepts and skills
correlated with specific chapters. A
wide range of males, females, and
ethnic and racial groups is presented
throughout the text, both in illustration
and in print.

Teaching Procedures

Teaching aids are presented both in
the text and teacher's manual. Compre-
hension and critical thinking questions
that appear in the text may be used in
a variety of ways by teachers. The
teacher's manual consists of unit, chap-
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ter, and section planning guides; a
special guide to help students under-
stand and appreciate the Constitution;
and three outline maps. The unit plan-
ning guide provides an overview, a sug-
gested time allotment chart, and a list
of reference materials for both students
and teachers. A full-page chart lists
global events, historical sidelights,
themes from American literature, and
suggested writing assignments for . time
periods covered in specific chapters.
Chapter planning guides identify gen-
eral learning objectives, strategies, and

activities and include mastery test
questions. The chapter guide also
briefly states historical trends and

ideas presented in the chapter and pro-
vides suggestions for introducing and
concluding the chapter. The section
planning guide matches teaching strat-
egies to objectives and mastery test
questions for average, basic, and ad-
vanced students. Suggested teaching
strategies 1rely heavily on writing
assignments. Other suggested activities
include oral readings, group discus-
sions, role play, and chart and graph
construction and interpretation.

Evaluative Comments and Suggestions

The Americans: The History of a
People and a Nation is a well-written,

readable, and attractive textbook, il-
lustrated with a variety of color re-
productions, photography, charts,
mape, and graphs. Its treatment of
U.S. history is thorough. Although
the final chapters, dealing with the
1960s to the present, are cursory in
some respects, these chapters capture
the upheaval, discontent, and outcomes
created by the Civil Rights Movement,
the Vietnam War, political assassina-
tions, and the resignation of Richard
M. Nixon. The integration of women
and minority and ethnic groups into
U.S. history is well done, much more
than the token attempt one often finds
in history books.
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27. ANNUAL EDerIONS. COMPARATIVE POLITICS 84/85

/

The Dushkin Publishing Group, Inc.

Editor: " Christian Soe
Publisher: /

Publication Date: 1984

Grade Level: 11-12

Materials and /Cost :

Student reader, softbound, 288 pp, $8.95; teacher's
guide, softbound, 18 pp, free; Using Annual Editions

/ in the Classroom, softbound, 24 pp, free

Subject Areq"z
/

i
/

Political science

!

Overview

A compilation of 66 articles is
designed to acquaint high school stu-
dents with the way governments of
other countries function. Emphasis is
on "applying the same kinds of critical
and analytical approaches to political
problems, trends, and situations
abroad as we are in the habit of ap-
plying at home." Articles, most of
which originally appeared in national
or international newspapers and jour-
nals, deal with topics of current
interest and controversy in compara-
tive politics. Two teacher's re-
sources--a general guide to using
Annual Editions in the classroom and
an instructor's guide for Comparative
Politics 84/85 accompany the student

text. Although intended to supplement
a standard government text, this
reader could also be used as a basic
text. Supplemented with lecture, dis-
cussion, and activities, the text is
suitable for a one-semester course in
political science or world governments.

Intended User Characteristics

The materials in this book are
suitable for 1lith or 12th graders of
above average or average abilities.
While some articles are broken by il-
lustrations or charts, the reading is
fairly dense. A Fry analysis showed
high readabilities ranging from grade
11-17. The average readability was
grade 14. No uniform format for in-

troducing foreign or new vocabulary is
provided, although individual articles
generally italicize and define foreign
vocabulary.

Rationale and General Objectives

The publishers of C arative Pol-
itice B84/85 state that Vstudents'

understanding of our own political
processes and institutions tends to
overshadow their understanding of how
other governments function.” This
volume is intended to acquaint stu-

dents with the political systems,
processes, and problems of the other
countries of the world. While emphasis

is placed on the Western democracies,
effort is not only made to present an
indepth look at communist and Third
World political systems but also to
encourage comparison and contrast of
all systems. Controversial topics and
author viewpoints encourage critical
thinking, analysis, evaluation, and the
development of informed opinions on
the part of students.

Content

The readings in Comparative Politics
84/85 are arranged according to the

ee worlds" of politics, There are
six sections of material. Section 1,
"Geperal Assessments,® contains se-~
lections on Britain, West Germany,
France, Mediterranean Europe, and
North Europe. Section 2 deals with
specific elements in the democratic po-
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| resource.

litical process, including the electorate,

political parties, interest groups,
Parliament, and the civil service.
Section' 3, "Challenges, Controversies,

Prospects,” selections focus on economic

and social problems, the European
community, ethnic conflicts, and
governability questions. - Section 4,

"Some American Comparisons," contains
articles which make explicit comparisons
between the sociocultural, economic,
and 'institutional contexts of politics in
the United States and other Vestern
democracies. Section 5 focuses on the
communist world, specifically the Soviet
Unjon, China, and comparative
communism. The final section
infroduces the politics of the Third
World through five articles which
emphasize the diversity and complexity
of the governments in this group.
Many of the articles are accompanied by
ctharts, graphs, and illustrations.

Teaching Procedures

: Two supplementary guides are pro-
: vided to assist teachers in using this
A general booklet, Using
Annual Editions in the Classroom pro-
vides a variety of ideas for incorpo-
rating any of the Annual Edition pub-
lications in the classroom. The in-
structor's guide for Comparative Pol-
itics 84/85 provides briet lesson plans
for each of the articles in the student
text. Each plan includes two to three
lecture suggestions, and a series of
multiple choice, true/false, and essay
questions to be used for evaluation.
These teacher's guide plans are
based on the assumption of a straight
lecture, discussion, test format such
as that found in college level and in
advanced placement courses. Such a
teaching strategy is in keeping with
the difficulty level of the student
readings. However, this reviewer felt
that the readings, which contain con-
troversial topics and provocative com-
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ments, could be presented in a more

stimulating way through a variety of:
and

teaching strategies, activities,
enrichment projects.

In addition to the
guides, a two-page section in the
student text outlines general topic
areas covered in comparative govern-
ment classes and tags these to text

articles in which that topic is treated

supplementing

as a primary or secondary issue.
General topics considered are: social
and cultural context of politics, -
economic context of politics, insti-
tutional context of politics, idealogy,
ethnicity and politics, political at-:
titudes and political participation,.

political parties and interest groups,
political leaders and elites, domestic
policy issues, foreign policy issues,
politics of development and moderni-
zation, and comparision with the
United States. '

Evaluative Comments and Suggestions

arative Politics 84/85 is a
well-conceived and well-organized  re-
source for teaching comparative politics
at the high school level. It presents a
balanced and intelligent picture of the
three major political "worlds®*: Western
democracies, communist countries, and
the Third World, as well as intelligent
and contrasting perspectives on. the
major world systems and the problems
each of these systems face. While
designed primarily as a supplementary
resource, this reviewer felt that the
text could be used as the primary tex:
for a comparative politics course.
Teachers should bear in mind thatc the
writing style of authors  (wyiting
originally for journal publjéation)
requires a fairly advanced “student
audience. It is recommended that the
text be used with 12th grade students
or above average students at the lower
high school grades and with generally
highly motivated or interested stu-
dents.
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28. DECISIONS: MAKING PERSONAL ECONOMIC CHOICES

Authors: Judith Staley Brenneke and Mary Lou Hamill, consulting
authors. (Developed by Changing Times Education
Service and Visual Education Corporation.) .

Publisher: EMC Publishing

Publication Date: 1985

Grade Level: 9-12

Materials and Cost: Student textbook, hardbound, 358 pp, $13.95;

teacher's guide, $7.50; student workbook, $4.95.
Microcomputer software is also available (not
reviewed), $295.00

Subject Area: Consumer education, economics, and personal finance
Overview ly) can be eliminated from a course that

is oriented exclusively toward consumer
skills and managing household expen-
ses.

This text introduces basic economic
principles and to help students become
intelligent consumers and managers of
their own personal finances. It can be
used in a gne- or two-semester course. Intended User Characteristics

The book contains five parts, each The text is best suited for upper
of which is relatively self~contained. level high school students, primarily
The parts deal with making choices, because the material covered becomes

elementary economics, job-related more relevant to a person as he or she
{ : issues, managing resources, and shop- approaches independence and adult-
S ping. hood. The Fry analysis indicated an
™ The text would be best used in a average reading level of eighth grade,
’ course for upper level high school although portions of the text may be
students. It is oriented toward, and slightly more complicated. No unusual
very strong in, basic consumer skills; training or preparation is required of
it is not, however, a general economics the teacher beyond a general knowl-
text. The approach tries to make the edge of basic economics and consumer-
material relevant to the students' ism.
\ everyday lives and, along with the
workbook, encourages active student Rationale and General Objectives ‘
\ participation. The book is in response to a per-

N\ ired or S ted Ti ceived need to help students become
Required or Suggested Time intelligent consumers and knowledge-

* . According to the teacher's guide, able about basic economic principles.

the book was designed for either a It is oriented toward decision making

one- or two-semester course. There is in two areas: "The aim is to. teach

S a degree of flexibility in that each of individuals to make intelligent decisions
) the five parts is a relatively self~ about how to use personal and national

-~ contained unit; therefore, not all five resources." More specific objectives
parts need be included to make a co~ are provided for each chapter in the
hesive course. For instance, parts teacher's guide. In addition, at the
two and three (which discuss econom- Dbeginning of each chapter of the text,
.ics and job-related issues, respective- there is a list of objectives that in-

f /. Data sheet hy Robert B. Abelson.
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/
forms the student of the purpose of the
material in that chapter. For example,
the first three objectives for the
chapter, on P*Earning a Paycheck"
involve: defining the common ways of
being paid, describing the major types
of fringe benefits, and understanding
a pay stub,

Content

The text is organized into five
major parts, each of which is divided
into two to seven chapters. There are
‘a total of 20 chapters. The five parts
are "Making Choices® (how and why
one makes decisions); "You and the

Economy® (elementary economics) ;
"Earning an Income* (employment-
related issues); "Managing Your Re-
sources” (budgeting, shopping, sav-
ing, borrowing, etc.); and "Your
Shopping Decisions” (shopping for
food, clothing, housing, transporta-
tion, financial services, credit, and
investments). .

There are a variety of features in
the book to stimulate interest and to
relate the principles discussed to the
student in a personal way. Each chap-
ter has a short "vignette® which
dramatizes an economic problem that a
teenager or young adult might face;
usually this is in the form of one
person describing a dilemmg to a
friend, e.g., whether to borrow money
or where to invest savings. Most
chapters have a section briefly de-
scribing how personal economic deci-~
sions interact with the general econ-
omy. The book also contains a glos-
sary of economic and financial terms.

Teaching Procedures

The teacher's guide provides, for
each chapter, an overview of the
chapter goals, suggestions for teaching
the chapter, discussion questions,
answers to the review questions in the
textbook, notes on the projects suggest-
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‘ed in the book, and the answers to the

student workbook exercises. The
student workbook provides a large
number of questions, activities, and

case studies of specific issues or

problems.

Evaluative Comments

Decisions:  Making Personal Eco-
nomic Choices Is an attractive book,
written with a clear and easy reading
style. The book makes an excellent
consumer's guide for a teenager or
young adult, and is quite complete in
this respect. It is not, however,
intended for the sophisticated or
advanced student, or for a person
with enough resources to have complex
financial needs such as estate planning
or major investing, and its coverage of
economics is at a very elementary
level. Furthermore, it does not ad-
dress some pf the economic problems of
the very poor; while it covers many of
the problems all persons face as
consumers,- workers, etc., it does
agssume one has a certain degree of
financial resources and personal ef-
ficacy.

Aside from the above limitations, .
the text and the workbook both do a

‘good job in making the material re-

levant to the student.

In summary, while not being strong
on economics per se, the information
the book pm%q T8 extremely useful
and practical. It is attractive,
well-written, and easy to implement.
The book certainly achieves one ,of its
goals—-to help students make intelligent
personal economic decisions. However,
it is too weak on general economics to
provide much help to the students in
understanding the implications of
national economic policies they will
soon have to vote for or against.
Therefored, it will need to be sup-
plemented in this respect in a program
designed ' to achieve more complete
"economié literacy."”
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29. EARTH, THE:

Publisher:
Publication Date: 1983
Grade Level: 6-8

Materials and Cost:

Text, hardbound, 510

GEOGRAPHY AND CULTURE
Ginn and Company

PP, $13.35; teacher's edition

(spiral notebook), 126 pp, $15.55; student workbook,
$3.05; teacher's edition of workbook, 126 pp, $3.05

Subject Area:

World geography, world cultures

Overview

Designed for 6th-8th grade stu-
dents, The Earth: Geography and C.l-

ture presents a view of the world's
diversity of environments and cul-
tures. The text ties basic geographic
concepts such as location, landforms,
climate, and national resources to the
cultures and lifestyles of the world's
major regions: Europe, the Middle
East, Asia, Africa, Southeast Asia, the
Pacific, and the Americas. Geography
skills are integrated into the narrative
and reinforced by an atlas and skill
activity section at the end of each
chapter. In addition to the student
text, the program consists of a stu-
dent workbook, teacherfs edition of the
workbook, and an annotated teacher's
edition of the text, which includes
duplicating masters of the workbook
exercises and answer keys.

Required or Suggested Time ¢

- The text is organized into 6 units
and 14 chapters, with approximately 2
chapters per unit. Chapters average
about 45 pages. Major subsections
within each chapter range in length
from 3-5 pages. Although no pub-
lisher information is provided, each
subsection .should take about one class
session to' complete. Supplemenfed by
unit activities and suggested enrich-
ment activities, this text is suitable
for a year-long course. :

Intended User Characteristics
Students in grades 6-8 are the in-

tended audience for this book. Al-
though the publisher reports *carefully

controlled readabillity.. . for today's
students' needs and abilities,” a Fry
analysis shows uneven readability

ranging from grade 5 to grade 12.
The reading level bacomes progres-
sively more difficult throughout the
book, with inconsistently high levels in
the book's final chapters. New words
and unfamiliar proper names are de-
fined in a glossary section and re-
peated throughout the narrative to
increase comprehension. Enrichment
activities which are tagged for stu-
dents with varying abilities are
provided in the teacher's edition.
Numerous thematic maps and photo-
graphs, but few charts or diagrams,
are used throughout the text as an aid
to understanding.

Rationale and General Objectives

The purpose of this program is to
introduce students to the "interre~
lationship of geography and culture"

and to "enchance students' appreci-
ation for ways of life of other
peoples.* The  teacher's edition

contains two charts which list skill
objectives and concepts by unit. In
addition, each chapter of the teacher's
edition lists specific teacher and
student objectives covered therein.
Skill objectives focus on geography
skills, locating information, acquiring
information, recording and organizing,
communicating, thinking critically, and
developing awareness and appreciation.
Two of these skills, geography and

Data sheet by Lynn Parisi.

35

38



critical thinking,
throughout the program.

are stressed

Content

This textbook is comprised of six
units. Unit 1 introduces students to
basic concepts of geography and cul-
ture while laying the foundation for
understanding the interrelationship
between natural environment and cul-
tvre. The next five units present
geographical and cultural information
about the world's geographic areas,
grouped as follows: Europe, the
Middle East and Asia, Africa, South-
east Asia and the Pacific, and the
Western Hemisphere. Chapter organi-
zation follows a wuniform format. A
country-by-country overview of geo-
graphic. characteristics, climate, and
resources precgedes a case study of a
particular country or cultural group.
A skills section at the end of each
chapter uses chapter material as the
subject for developing a specific map
or globe skill. The one exception to
this organization format is the unit on
Africa. ¥ The chapters in this unit
focus on the themes of colonialism,
independence, and development rather
than presentation of a country-by-
country overview.

The narrative is illustrated with
numerous maps and color photographs.
Appended are a glossary, atlas sec-
tion, and reference tables containing
geographic and population statistics by
country.

Teaching Procedures

The teacher's edition opens with an
introduction
special features of the teacher's guide,
a synopsis of the text, an outline of
skill and concept areas taught, and a
bibliography of supplementary re-
sources. This material is followed by
teaching overviews of each unit and
chapter. The unit overviews list

to the organization and-
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teacher objectives, skills, suggestions
for introducing the unit in class, an
ongoing unit project, and a culminating
activity. In each chapter overview, a
list of student objectives, vocabulary,
behavioral objectives, and economic
concepts precedes a detailed lesson
plan. Each lesson plan contains
strategies for initiating student
interest in chapter material, sug-
gestions for guiding reading, back-
ground information, enrichment activ-
itles tagged to student ability levels,
and chapter exercise answer keys.

A separate section of the teacher's
edition contains 126 skill masters,
answer keys, and a guide for their
use. These masters are of six types:
map skill activities, chart and graph
activities, information activities,
outline maps, chapter .reviews, and
unit reviews.

Evaluative Comments and Suﬂestions

The Earth: Geography and Culture
is a lairly typical cultural geography
text, with strong emphasis on geo-
graphy skill building. The teacher's
edition is enhanced by sections on
creating interest and providing back-
ground. In several instances, the
text's grouping of the world's regions
was difficult for this reviewer to
understand from either a cultural or
geographic perspective. For example,
the Middle East is grouped with South
and East Asia when both geographical-
ly and culturally, the Middle East is
much closer to North Africa. Similarly
Southeast Asia, which has much in
common with the rest of the Asian sub-
continent, is grouped with Australia’
New Zealand, a geographic and cul-
tural area Juite distinct. Such
groupings do not seem to serve the
purpose of a text whose objective is to
clarify the interrelationship between
geography and culture. The text's
effectiveness may be decreased by its
highly variable reading level.
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30. ECONOMICS: THE SCIENCE OF COST, BENEFIT, AND CHOICE

Authors:

Publisher:

Publication Date: 1984

Grade Level: 9-12
Text,

Materials and Cost:

hardbound, 392 pp,
supplement, softbound, 174 pp, $4.45; test package,

J. Holton Wilson and J. R. Clark
South-Western Publishing Company

$12.25; student

perforated copymasters, 64 pp, $0.70; a teacher's
manual, no cost ‘

Subject Area: Economics

-~

Overview

Economics: The Science of Cost,

Benefit, and_Choice is a highly

readabfé high school' economics text.
The text and supplemental material
should be easily read by students in
grades 9-12, There 1is sufficient
material for either a one-year or
one-semester course in economics.
The text was developed based on the
Joint Council on Econohmic Education
Master Curriculum Guide. The unique
feature of the text 1s the focus on
private and public decision and
choice making. The content is sound
for the intended audience. Teachers

using
carefully to include a number of ex-
citing experiences for  students.
Sufficient materials are included in the
student supplement for drill and
practice. Tests are available for each
text chapter and for end-of-unit test-
ing.

Required or Suggested Time

The text contains sufficient material
for a one~year course in economics at
the high school level. Each of the 27
chapters, organized into four parts,
may be treated in about one week's
time. Some of the more difficult,
theoretical material may take longer.
Depending on the content to be
stressed, such as a microeconomics or
macroeconomics emphasis, a sound one-

this text will need to plan .

semester course can be designed.

Intended User. Characteristics

The text can be used for students
in grades 9-12.
test, which included analysis of six
randomly selected passages, indicated
the average reading level is grade 8.
The organisation of each chapter, with
specific objectives to Lelp organize
reading, definitions in the margin, a
chapter review, and a looking ahead
section, should be helpful to students
as they read.

While not absolutely necessary, it
would be helpful if a teacher had
taken a one-year college course in
principles of economics.

Rationale and General Objectives

The authors emphasize that econom-
ics plays a vital role in society. They
state that relationships between nations
are more likely today to revolve
around economic matters than around
everyday political affairs of state.
The emphasis is on choice making--
both in the marketplace and in the
voting booth. The text is designed to
emphasize the concepts suggested by
the Joint Council on Economic Educa-
tion's Master Curriculum Guide. Ac-
cording to the authors, the primary
goal of the text is to "explain in
simple terms the role economics plays
in understanding and improving the
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37 40

A Fry readability

‘o



quality of the choice~-making process."
Each chapter in the text has a number
of clearly stated knowledge objectives.
Skill objectives are implicit, and can
be inferred from the end-of-chapter
sections on application of economic
concepts. ]

Content

This text puts considerable empha-
sis on decision making. After an
initial chapter in part I on economic
thinking, there are four chapters on
private and public decision making.
Probably the most outstanding and
useful features of this text are the
decision matrices. These matrices
enable both teachers and students to
understand clearly choices among al-
ternatives, given both individual
criteria and social criteria (i.e., social
goals). Chapter 6 concludes part I
with a discussion of types of economic
systems and the basic decisions facing
any economic system.

Part II includes eight chapters on
microeconomics. Discussed initially are
consumer demand, the relation between
production and supply,
and supply equilibrium. Three chap-
ters in this part are devoted to market
structures--competition, monopoly,
oligopoly, and monopolistic competition.
The final two chapters deal with mar-
ket system failure and returns to the
factors of production, especially the
income return to labor.

Part III includes nine chapters on
macroeccnomics. The initial cliapter
presents the circular flow and a dis-
cussion of the Gross National Product.
The next chapter looks at income and
poverty in the United States. The
next three chapters examine unemploy-
ment, inflation, and economic growth.
Monev and banking and the role of
money in the economy are treated in
the next two chapters. The final two
chapters in this part address taxes,
tax policy, and fiscal policy measures.
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The final foyr chapters, part IV,
treat four enduring problems in the
u.Ss. economy--international trade,
agriculture, the economics of energy,
and problems of health care.

Teaching Procedures

and demand

The manual for teachers includes
the following , organized on a
chapter-by-chapter basis: a chapter
outline which highlights the content to
be stressed; answers to the end-of-
chapter questions; suggested enrich-
ment activities for students; study
guide answers; achievement test an-
swers, and unit examination answers.
Additional resources for teaching are
included at the end of the manual: a
chapter-by-chapter bibliography of
additional readings, a discassion of
measurement concepts used L) econom-
ics (e.g. graphs, ratios, frequency
distyibutions, indexes), and trans-
parency masters.

The student supplement, also or-
ganized by chapter, includes a chapter
outline so students can take notes
while they read; a vocabulary review
with short answer questions; a true/
false review; and a multiple choice
review.

Achievement tests are available to
be used for each chapter. There are
four unit tests, one for each part.

Evaluative Comments and Suggestions

This text is highly readable. The
decision~making approach is welcome
and, in this analyst's judgment, the
unique feature of the text. A teacher
will need to be creative in planning for
teaching the course, as there are few
built-in teaching strategies. .The lack
of four-color presentation may be a
detriment, but should be overlooked as
this is a first edition. The content
approach is very sound for the intend-
ed audience. No field test evaluation
results are available.
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31. ENJOYING AMERICAN HISTORY

Authors:
Publisher:
Materials and Cost:

Publicarion Date: . 1984
Grade Level: 8-9
Subject Area: U.S. history

Henry Abraham and Irwin Pfeffer
Amsco School Publications, Inc. |
Text, hardbound, 629 pp, $16.00; softbound, $12.00

Overview

Appropriate for 8th-grade readers,
Enjo American History may be best
used as supplementary material. The
authors produced this book in
response to student complaints that
American history is dull and lifeless.
The book was written to show students
that history study is more than name
and date memorization--it is the study
of people whose present is our past.

To do so, the authors have
"fictionalized® (including make-believe
conversations, monologues, and
fictitious "days-in-the-life-of"

accounts) many of their stories. Most
of the stories are plausible and are as
accurate as possible. The content of
the 124 stories ranges from
pre-Columbian America to the 1980s.

The suggested learning activities are

thoughtful as well as useful.

Reyu:oed or Suggested Time

Enjoying American History requires
no specific amount of instructional
time. Because the organization of the
book is similar to that of most U.S.
history textbooks--arranged
chronologically in 15 units--the teacher
may use the stories as either the focus
of or as supplementary to the junior
high school American history course.
The stories are relatively easy to
read, are brief, are presented in a
standardized format, and may be used
in class or as homework assignments.

Intended User Characteris.ics
According to the Fry readability

test, the reading level of En]oF&
American His is at "the low end o

8th grade. The book is-aimed at no
special population of students, but was
written to show students that the
study of the past is not just an
exercise in memorizing names. "Real
people,® the authors write, "made
history--our past is their present."
The book is appropriate for most
student populations because of its
readability, high interest level, and
emphasis of skills. The stories are
short and are well balanced in terms of
possible ethnic and sex biases. No
special teacher training is required to
use this book.

Rationale and General Objectives

The authors lope to illustrate that
"study of <c¢he past is not just
memorizing names, dates, battles, and
treaties,” though those things are
involved. Emphasis is placed on
stories of high interest to capture
student attention. The authors hope
the stories "interest students and give
them insight into the forces that have
shaped the lives of Americans cver the
centuries.” Finally, the authors
believe it important that students "gain
confildence in their ability to cope with
future events.”

Data sheet by James R. Giese.
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Content

The content of this book ranges
from pre-Columbian America to the
1980s. Fifteen units comprise the
book, each of which is introduced by
Mr. Miller, a history teacher, and his
student, Jack. Mr. Miller and Jack
preview the content of the units and
summarize the major ideas. Both
appear at the end of units to once
more summarize the important ideas.
Unit content is contained in 124
discrete stories about people in
American history. Most ol the figures
in these stories were actual historical
figures (some are fictional). Many of
the events depicted have been
fictionalized to increase student
interest, but these, the authors aver,
are based on solid historical evidence.
Within this basically factual
presentation, the authors have used a
variety of literary forms including
short stories, plays, newspaper
reporting, monologues, and letters.

Each of the 124 stories
self-contained, a condition
increases the book's wusefulness as
supplementary material. Each is
introduced by a historical narrative

is
that

that sets the time and place, and
explains the social, economic, and
political context of the story. The
stories themselves--examples include
“"An Immigrant Discovers America,"
"Lee Surrenders,” and "The Farm
Auction,"--add human interest and

therefore clearer understanding to the
factual materials. The stories are
followed by a postscript in which the
results and implications of the story
are discussed. Finally, a series of
questions are posed. The "Homework
Questions" section broadly reviews the

content of the story (including
introduction, story, and postscript).
"Understanding the Story" contains

largely true/false and fill-in-the-blank

memory questions and wusually one
thought question. " Activities and
Inquiries" (usually five suggestions)

suggest enrichment and reinforcement of
social studies skills.

Two special features of the text are
noteworthy. The first feature is "Who
Built America?® which consists of 12
reports prepared by Jack's classmates
or exchanges among his classmates
designed to motivate actual students to
do further research into the lives of
the highlighted historical figures.
Among the persons included are Cesar
Chavez, Roberto Clementa, Albert
Einstein, and Eleanor Roosevelt. The
second feature, "The Growth of the
Constitution,” appears in 11 chapters
and emphasizes the Constitution as a
living, evolving document.

Teaching Procedures

Enjoying American History may be
used as either the focus of or as
motivational supplementary material in

American history. The stories are
short and easily read, and may be
used as springboards for class

discussions or for a variety of other

more student-centered activities. The
authors have interspersed creative
fictional material with more factual
historical material. Consequently, the
teacher should constantly check
student understanding of the
differences between fact, opinion, and
fiction, and constantly encourage

students to compare actual historical
evidence with the "fiction® found in
the stories.

Evaluative Comments and Suggestions

No evaluations or field~test results
were available from the publisher.
The text is suitable for 8th- or 9th-
grade American history students based
on the readability of the stories. The
book is clearly distinct in that the
authors have included fictional stories
and have fictionalized factual episodes
to increase student interest in history.
They have done so with a great deal
of accuracy, though teachers need be
constantly aware of possible student
confusion regarding what is fact and
what is fiction.
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32. EXPLORING A CHANGING WORLD. REVISED EDITION

Authors:
Publisher:
Publication Date:

Melvin Schwartz and John R. O'Connor
Globe Book Company, Inc.
1984 (earlier editions, The New

loring a Changin

World, 1980; Exploring a Changing World, 1975,

Grade Level: - 7-9

Materials and Cost:
$15.99);

Text, hardbound, 626 pp, $19.19 (10 or more copies,
teacher's manual,

paperbound, 180 pp,

$8.00; student workbook, paperbound, 94 pp, $2.50;
workbook answer key, paperbound, 24 pp, free on
~ request; blackline test masters, paperbound, $15.00

Subject Area:

World geography

Overview

Exploring a Changing World is a
junior high school program designed to
give students an wunderstanding of
world geography and culture. In
separate sections on the major
cultural-geographic regions of the
world, students are introduced to
basic geographic features and con-

cepts; the interrelationship between
geography, society, and economics;
and the -cultural characteristics of

world regions. The program consists
of a student text, a student workbook,
a teacher's manual, workbook answer
key, and blackline ::;aster unit tests.

Required or Suggested Time

The text is organized into 11 units
and 116 chapters, with most units
containing 10 or more chapters.
Chapters average from three to six
pages and are designed to be covered
in one or two class periods. The ac-
companying workbook contains a total
of 89 extension or enrichment exercises
for use with selected chapters of the
text. Together, the two components
of this program offer ample material
for a yearlong course in

geography.
Intended User Characteristics

Students n grades 7~9 are the
intended users of this program. The

cultural-

- publishers have gavged reading accord-

ing to the Dale Chall readability formula
to be at 5th- 6th-grade level. A Fry
analysis of this material indicated
readability levels ranging from grades 4
to 10, with an average readability of
grade 7. Student reading comprehen-
sion is emphasized throughout the text
by problem statements and key ques-
tions at the beginning of each chapter.
Paragraphs are numbered to facilitate
student location of information. New
words and key vocabulary are italicized
and defined when first encountered in
the text. In addition, a glossary is
provided at the end of the text.

Rationale and General Objectives

The authors of Exploring a Chang-
ing World believe that this program
i-_li_gi?{ students a basic under-
standing of geography and introduce
them to the concepts of culture. With
this background, students will be able
to think intelligently about current
gvents, develop a world sense, correct
misconceptions about foreign lands and
people, understand cultural similarities
and differences, and understand the
forces of cultural change and evolu-
tion. Six broad skill objectives are
also emphasized: to help students
read social studies material with
understanding; to develop a program
of academic abilities in the social
studies; to encourage students to read
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-

social studies books other than their
textbook; and to develop information
acquisition, thinking, and decision-
making |\skills. Specific objectives are
provided for each chapter.

Content \'\

The ti;:tbook for Exploring a Chang-
ing World is divided Into 11 units.
U&t I emphasizes the teaching of basic
map skills, Unit 2 introduces students
to the basics of cultural geography:
population, race, culture, and cultural
regions. Units 3-10 are each organ-
jzed around a world cultural region:
North America, Latin America, Europe,
the Soviet Union, North Africa and the
Middle East, Africa south of the
Sahara, Asia, and the Pacific world.
The final unit focuses on global con-
nections and the future. Within each
of the region units, chapters progress
from an overview of the physical
characteristics of the area to relevant
aspects of the economy, history, or
society of the region. The final
chapters in units 3-10 are devoted to
case studies of particular countries.
A special feature. of these final
chapters is the use of source mate-
rials--books, magasines, or news-
. papers--to enhance understanding of
the culture or region just studied.
Each of the 11 units concludes with a

bibliography for further student
reading.
Teaching Procedures

Teacher's materials for Exploring a
Changing World are contained in a
separate teacher's manual, which Iis
divided into two sections. Section one
describes the objectives and organi-
zation of the program. An overview of
the units, chapter organization, and
exercise foci is followed by a scope and
sequence key for skill development and
a selected reading list. The second
section contains chapter lesson plans
and answers to text questions. For

42

chapter,

each time allowance, ob-
jectives, motivation and development
strategies, summary and application

ideas, and suggested homework assign-
ments are provided.

Separate sections in the back of the
teacher's guide correlate the skills
taught in this text with those .in
another Globe Book Company textbook,
"Unlocking Social Studies Skills.® Also
provided are answer keys to unit tests

hich are available on blackline
ters, and a section for notations and
updates on textbook material. All
\:llapters are introduced with a specific
problem to give the student a purpose
for study, and chapters in units 3-11
are also introduced by three questions

u&:r the heading, "Reading for a Pur-
pose.
t

* Chapter reviews contain at least

of four general types of exer-
cijes: - reading comprehension ques-
tiqns. 'skill exercises, review of vital
cepts, and indepencent activities.
A vities in the student workbook are
designed to provide extra practice or
enhance reading, map and globe, and
and graph skills. \

§
Evaluative Comments and Suggestions

A Changing World is a com-
prel ensive y stan cultural

geogrzphy program that combines geo-
graphic kn,wledge and concepts with
information about the economies, gov-~
ernments, and social systems of the
major world regions. ' Realistic treat-
ment is . given to the differences be-
tween the developed and underdevelop-
ed areas'\of the world, and the factors
accounting for these differences. While
the text \is well-illustrated with in-
teresting photographs, reading is fairly
dry, with little attempt at high interest
content or, features to spark student
interest. Two of the standard chapter
review features, however, stress the
use of primary source materials and
independent activities.
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33. FUNDAMENTALS OF PSYCHOLOGY

Authors:
Publisher:
Publication Date:
Grade Level:
Materials and Cost:

10-12

Audrey Haber and Richard P. Runyon
Random House
1983 (3rd edition)

Text, hardbound, 698 pp, $26.95; PSI (programmed

selfinstruction) study guide, 582 pp, $6.95; work-
book, paperbound, 404 pp, $7.95; Test Item Files #1
and #2, PSI study guide, and transparency masters
available at no cost to instructor

Subject Area: Psychology

Overview

Fundamentals of Psychology pro-
vides an ‘'introductory, yearlong
course in psychology for secondary
students.” Content consists of the
subject matter, concepts, and themes
that are considered fundamentals in a
high school psychology course.
Starting out with introductory infor-
mation on what psychology is, the
book progresses toward more specific
information and covers topics on
learning, memory, language and
thought process, physiology, sensation
and perception, consciousness, moti-
vation. stress, development, intel-
ligence and testing, personality,
abnormal behavior, therapy. social
psychology, and statistics. Supple-
ments include a teacher's guide, of-
fering a number of experiments, and a
student book, focusing on programmed
learning, which correspond to chapters
in the text. .

Required or Suggested Time

The text provides sufficient material
for an introductory vyearlong or se-
mester course in psychology, though
no guidance is given on how much time
is to be allotted to each of the 16
chapters, wmost of which range in
length from 30 to 50 pages. In a
yearlong course, there should be suf-
ficient time to cover the textual mate-

rial, programmed learning units and
class demonstrations, and to show some
optional films.

Intended User Characteristics

Grade level is not specified by the
publishers. According to the Fry
readability  analysis, six  selected
excerpts ranged from grade 7 to grade
16, averaging out at grade 10. There
are a number of aias to readability.
Specialized terms are presented in bold
type in the text; each term is then
defined in the margin near the word.
Further, each chapter lists terms for
students to remember. Another aid is
the glossary at the end of the book.
The study guide includes programmed
learning units focusing on important
terms, concepts, and names. Numer-
ous graphs, figures, illustrations, and
photographs offer visual support to
the ideas presented. No special
teacher training is needed to use the
text.

Rationale and General Objectives

According to the authors, the
purpose of the book is to provide
students with a "basic, comprehensive,
and balanced introduction to modern
society." Furthermore, they hope that
students will "gain an appreciation of
the scope of psychology so that they
will recognize the possible applications
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dations

of psychological methods while remain-

ing aware of their limitations."

. Specific learning objectives are in the

PSI (programmed self-instruction)
supplementary workbook.

Content

The text focuses on teaching stu-
dents the basic subject matter, con-
cepts, and themes that are considered
principles in high school psychology
courses. Topics covered in the 16
chapters are methods and applications
of psychology, learning, remembering
and forgetting, language and the
thought process, physiological foun-
of behavior, sensation and
perception, states of consciousness,
motivation and emotions, stress and
coping, development, moral develop-
ment, intelligence, personality, ab-
normal behavior, therapy, and social
psychology. An appendix on statistics
covers descriptive  statistics, the
concept of correlation, and inferential
statistics.

Supplementary materials include a
PSI workbook that contains learning
objectives and a set of flash cards, an
instructor's edition of the PSI work-

book, two test item banks each pre-
senting approximately 2,000 multiple-
choice questions, and a set of
transparencies.

Teaching Procedures

"Teaching procedures are similar

throughout the text. Students read
the text using the SQ 3R Ilearning
technique (survey, question, read,
recite, and review) and then partici-
pate in demonstrations/experiments
designed to help them understand in-
formation covered in the chapter.
Throughout the text, there is ex-
tensive use of pictures, photographs,
graphs, and charts. Also, there are a
number of study aids, including def-
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initions of key concepts; over